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hospitals face great uncertainty as to when
they will be paid by health care plans for serv-
ices rendered. As a result of this uncertainty,
doctors and hospitals have no guarantee that
they can pay their own obligations in a timely
manner. That's unfair. That's bad business.

This week, several congressional commit-
tees began the arduous process of consid-
ering Medicare legislation. Among the provi-
sions that have received widespread bipar-
tisan support in that legislation are payment
updates for hospitals, doctors, and other
health care providers. These provisions at-
tempt to address the decrease in Medicare
payments to doctors and other providers by
5.4 percent this year. They also help to ad-
dress similar hospital funding shortfalls, espe-
cially in rural areas where hospitals are paid
less than their urban and suburban counter-
parts due to the use of a biased and outdated
formula. While these changes will not fully ad-
dress the decline in payments and the funding
shortages from Medicare that our providers
face, they are a good first step.

But, addressing the Medicare funding prob-
lems is not enough. Doctors and hospitals
need to be paid, and paid on time, by the pri-
vate group and individual health plans. On-
time payments are critical for doctors to pay
their own bills and for the longterm financial
survival of medical practices and hospitals.

Several states have passed legislation to
ensure prompt payment for health care claims.
However, the shortsightedness of politicians in
some states—as in my home state of Texas—
has prevented such legislation from becoming
law. Even in states where laws are on the
books, doctors and hospitals face possible
federal ERISA preemption of state laws—
meaning that without a federal “prompt pay”
law, health plans will continue to be able to
manage their cash flow on the backs of doc-
tors and hospitals.

Today, | introduced the Health Benefits
Claims Prompt Payment Act of 2002. This leg-
islation will ensure that doctors and hospitals
are paid “promptly” for the health care serv-
ices they provide to participants in private
health care plans. Failure to pay such claims
on time would result in interest penalties being
imposed on health plans.

This bill also specifically protects a state’'s
right to provide doctors and hospitals with
even more certainty—allowing states to im-
pose harsher penalties or stricter standards on
the payment of claims.

The Health Benefits Claims Prompt Pay-
ment Act of 2002 is one way to help ensure
that doctors and hospitals can focus on what
they do best—treating patients and practicing
medicine.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | commend the
following words to you and all of our col-
leagues, Racine Evans of Milton Olive Middle
School in Wyandanch, New York delivered
this speech on May 13, 2002.

Hello Congressman Steve Israel, Ladies
and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls, my name is
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Racine Evans and I'm a six grade student at
the Milton L. Olive Middle School. My desire
is to be a teacher. I have been inspired by
two powerful human beings, my mother,
Theresa Johnson and my teacher Mrs. Debo-
rah Charles. Mrs. Charles is always instruct-
ing me about the fact that knowledge is
power, My mother Theresa is an assistant
pastor and is also the Evangelist of my
church. She also preaches to me how knowl-
edge is power and knowledge is the key to
life. I'm inspired by both my teacher and my
mother with their words of wisdom and in-
spiration. Between church and school, teach-
ing seems to be my calling, When I have the
opportunity to become a teacher, I'll make
sure that I'll share the wisdom that was
passed on to me down to my students. I just
want to be able to pass down my knowledge
to someone else, because knowledge is a pow-
erful thing. I am determined to be successful.
I plan to come back to my community, and
set an example for others. When they see
that I have reached my goal, then they will
know it’s possible for them to be successful
as well.

———
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Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, a columnist for
the Omaha World-Herald wrote, “What do you
get when you cross Notre Dame with the Col-
lege World Series? Magic is what you get.”

This entire baseball season has been mag-
ical for the Notre Dame Fighting Irish baseball
team. Behind a spirited team effort, the Irish
return to one of college athletics most storied
events, the College Baseball World Series in
Omaha, Nebraska for the first time since
1957. Not since Jake Kline was coach and
Jim Morris batted .714 (10 for 14) in four
games, a standing College World Series
record, have the Irish traveled to Omaha to
compete for the NCAA national championship.

Mr. Speaker, this has been a dramatic sea-
son for the Irish. Some people in South Bend
have dubbed it the “boomerang season.” After
starting 9-10 in the first nineteen games and
losing their first four games in the Big East
Conference, the Irish rallied with the heart and
determination befitting of a championship
team. Down 5-0 to the West Virginia Moun-
taineers, the lIrish rallied behind the solid pitch-
ing of Drew Duff, Martin Vergara, and Matt
Buchmeier and the offensive productivity of
Steve Stanley, Paul O'Toole, and Javier
Sanchez to win the game 10-6 in ten innings.
Following this inspiring comeback, the Irish
dominated their competition, winning forty
games and losing only six.

The Irish’s regular season hot streak served
as momentum for the Big East Tournament in
Bridgewater, New Jersey three weeks ago.
The Irish beat Rutgers University, 3-2, after
Steve Sollmann’s clutch game-winning hit in
the 10th inning to win their first Big East
championship title. Ryan Kalita pitched seven
shutout innings in relief. Senior clubhouse
leader, Steve Stanley, was awarded the Big
East Tournament’'s Most Outstanding Player
Award after batting 6-for-16 with one double,
one triple, and one RBI in the championship
game.

After winning the Big East championship,
Notre Dame was rewarded as the host team
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for the NCAA South Bend Regional. The Irish
made quick work of the South Bend Regional
field beating Ohio State (8-6), South Alabama
(25-1), and Ohio State again (9-6). The 25—
1 drubbing of South Alabama was easily the
most impressive victory margin of the year.
The Irish batters swatted thirty-two hits, one
hit shy of tying an NCAA tournament record
for hits. Steve Sollmann went 6-for-7, Paul
O'Toole batted 5-for-5, and Steve Stanley was
4-for-5 during the offensive explosion. The of-
fensive dominance during the South Alabama
game should not overshadow the brilliant
pitching performance by freshman Grant John-
son. Johnson faced only thirty batters while al-
lowing one walk and one hit. Johnson became
only the thirteenth pitcher in NCAA history to
post a no-hitter or one-hitter.

With the NCAA South Bend Regional title in
tow, the Irish advanced to the Super Regional
in Tallahassee, Florida to take on the top
ranked team in the nation, the Florida State
Seminoles, in a best of three series. Against
all odds, the Irish prevailed by upsetting the
Seminoles in game one (10-4) and game
three (3-1). The Irish halted Florida State’'s
twenty-five game winning streak which was
one of the longest in NCAA history and
earned a place in the College World Series.

Upon arrival in Omaha, Notre Dame be-
came a crowd favorite as the underdog of the
College World Series. After losing a close
game to the Stanford Cardinal (4-3) in the
opening game of the double-elimination tour-
nament, the Irish trailed in their second game
to the Rice Owls 2—-3 with one out in the bot-
tom of the ninth inning. A loss to Rice would
end the season for the Irish. With the bases
empty, consummate team leader Steve Stan-
ley ripped a triple down the baseline. The next
batter, Steve Sollmann, hit a clutch game-tying
RBI single. With Sollmann on first base, Brian
Stavisky belted a game winning two-run
homer. Coach Mainieri summed up the spir-
ited comeback best, “I'm not sure | can ade-
quately describe what we just witnessed. I'd
like to say I'm surprised at what happened in
the bottom of the ninth inning, but I'm really
not. I've watched these kids do it for the last
three or four years.”

Notre Dame has head coach Paul Mainieri
and his exceptional assistant coaches, Brian
O’Conner, Dusty Lepper, and Wally Widelski,
to thank for this successful season. Through
the course of his eight years at Notre Dame,
Coach Mainieri has won the right way by re-
cruiting student athletes who represent our
university in a positive light. Coach Mainieri
has compiled a 353-140-1 (.716) record at
Notre Dame making him one of the most suc-
cessful skippers in Big East Conference his-
tory.

'I¥he eight seniors on this record breaking
Irish baseball team must also be commended
for their dedication and leadership. Matt Bok,
Andrew Bushey, Paul O'Toole, Steve Stanley,
Ken Meyer, Matt Strickroth, Matt Buchmeier,
and Drew Duff compiled a four year record of
187-65-1 that ranks as the fourth-best four
year winning percentage in school history.

| would also like to acknowledge the other
members of the baseball team who have
brought the University of Notre Dame’s stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni so much excitement
this season: Geoff Milsom, Zach Sisko, Kris
Billmaier, Chris Niesel, Matt Macri, Jay Molina,
Matt Edwards, Brent Weiss, Brian Stravisky,
Peter Ogilvie, Joe Thaman, Mike Holba, Cody
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